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On Jan. 5, the Bolivian Labor Confederation (COB) announced plans to launch a 48-hour general
strike on Jan. 6-7 to protest the government's privatization program, and higher fuel prices. The
price increases, averaging 13%, went into effect on the evening of Jan. 4. The strike was expected
to paralyze public transport, state-run mines and selected manufacturing sectors. According to
local news sources, at least 300 labor leaders and workers in La Paz and seven department capitals
commenced a hunger strike on Dec. 30. The COB, which represents most labor unions in the
country, is also opposed to leasing state mining companies to foreign firms, and forced eradication
of coca plantations. Evo Morales, who represents a coca producer organization, is one of the labor
leaders participating in hunger strikes. On Jan. 6 in La Paz, public transport was virtually paralyzed.
According to COB sources, work stoppages and hunger strikes throughout the country were
proceeding in a disciplined manner. Union leaders of state-run airline Lloyd Aereo Boliviano (LAB)
employees announced plans to suspend all domestic flights on Monday morning. Later in the
day, union spokespersons modified earlier statements, indicating that emergency personnel will
remain on the job, and flights between La Paz, Cochabamba and Santa Cruz are to continue, as are
all scheduled international flights. [On Dec. 23, the Bolivian Miners Union Federation (FSTMB)
announced plans for an indefinite general strike throughout the state mining sector to protest
government plans for joint risk contracts with private companies. A total of 7,000 workers are
employed in state-run mines. FTSMB leader Francisco Fabrica told Spanish news service on Dec. 27
that joint ventures between state-run mines and private firms are prejudicial to the national interest,
"since benefits will end up in the hands of private business owners and foreigners." On the same
day in La Paz, about 2,000 persons rallied in front of the Manufacturers Federation (Federacion
de Fabriles), and another 4,000 on the plaza outside the national legislature and executive office
buildings. Police officers prevented hundreds of workers and family members from participating
in the demonstrations by barricading the Oruro highway. Next, police forcibly dispersed protesters
in downtown La Paz. On Dec. 29, police surrounded FSTMB headquarters, resulting in the end of
a hunger strike by 100 union leaders and members. At the Colquiri mine, located 350 km. south of
La Paz, police officers dislodged miners and spouses who had occupied the facility to protest a joint
production contract with the Canadian company Minproc.] (Basic data from Spanish news service
EFE, 12/27/91; Associated Press, 01/05/92; Agence France-Presse, 12/29/91, 01/06/92)
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